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WRAP’s Vision

A world in which 

resources are used 

sustainably



More info: http://www.wrap.org.uk/food-drink/business-food-waste/courtauld-2025 

http://www.wrap.org.uk/food-drink/business-food-waste/courtauld-2025


More info: http://www.wrap.org.uk/food-drink/business-food-waste/courtauld-2025 

http://www.wrap.org.uk/food-drink/business-food-waste/courtauld-2025


Retailers 

HaFS 

Supporting organisations 

Food producers / manufacturers
c. 20-30% coverage c. 95% coverage



More info at: http://www.wrap.org.uk/food-waste-reduction-roadmap

http://www.wrap.org.uk/food-waste-reduction-roadmap


Different uses, different needs

Evaluate
Track 

progress

Create case 

for change

Understand & 

Prioritise

Can be lower accuracy

May not require many details

Lower accuracy

Requires detail

Higher accuracy

May not require many details

Higher accuracy

May not require many details

Based on section 2.1 of Technical Report on FW measurement, Commission for Environmental Cooperation

http://www3.cec.org/islandora/en/item/11813-technical-report-quantifying-food-loss-and-waste-and-its-impacts


How does the UK 
measure food 
waste?

Food retail



Retail: Method

• Data from Courtauld 

signatories

• Around 85% of market supplied 

data

• Quality assure data

• Scale to account for 

missing market share



Retail: Method

• Methods used by retailers 

for quantification: 

• Direct weighing of separated 

food waste

• Scanning of wasted items

More info: 
http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Courtauld%20Commitmen
t%202025%20-%20baseline%20report%20for%202015.pdf

http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Courtauld Commitment 2025 - baseline report for 2015.pdf


How does the UK 
measure food 
waste?

Food 

manufacturing 

/ processing



Manufacturing: 

Method

• Similar method for 

retailers not used

• Insufficient coverage of 

sector

• Signatories unlikely to be 

representative



Manufacturing – method 

No. of 
businesses, by:
 Size of 

business
 Subsector

Government 
business dataset

Waste per business, 
by: 
 Size of business 
 Subsector 
 EWC codes

IPPC data reported to 
UK Environment Agency

% of waste that 
is food, by:
 Subsector 
 EWC code

On-site assessment 
by WRAP

More info: http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Courtauld%20Commitment%202025%20-
%20baseline%20report%20for%202015.pdf

http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Courtauld Commitment 2025 - baseline report for 2015.pdf


Manufacturing: 

Issues

• Expensive to obtain food waste 

factors (%s)

• IPPC data only for larger 

companies

• Small sample sizes

• Sludges and sewer waste –

what % is food? 



Manufacturing – the future? 

 Obtain sufficient data 

from businesses

 Ensure: 

 Common definition

 Sufficiently robust 

method

 Precursor to acting

More info at: http://www.wrap.org.uk/food-waste-
reduction-roadmap

http://www.wrap.org.uk/food-waste-reduction-roadmap


REFRESH – Voluntary Agreements

Voluntary agreement (VA) 

approach piloted in: 

 Germany

 Hungary

 The Netherlands

 Spain

Different focus for each VA

 Sector

 Type of solution

 Partners

Source: http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/WRAP_Global_Voluntary_Approach_to_Cutting_Food_Waste.pdf

http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/WRAP_Global_Voluntary_Approach_to_Cutting_Food_Waste.pdf


Voluntary Agreements

Lessons learnt: 

Data is not always 

forthcoming

Source: http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/WRAP_Global_Voluntary_Approach_to_Cutting_Food_Waste.pdf

http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/WRAP_Global_Voluntary_Approach_to_Cutting_Food_Waste.pdf


How does the UK 
measure food 
waste?

Household 

food waste



Household food waste

Source: Synthesis of Food Waste Compositional Data 2014 & 2015

http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Synthesis_of_Food_Waste_2014-2015.pdf


Household food waste – where?

Source: Household food waste: restated data for 2007-2015

http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Household food waste restated data 2007-2015 FINAL.pdf


Household food waste – what?

Source: Household food waste: restated data for 2007-2015

http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Household food waste restated data 2007-2015 FINAL.pdf


Household food waste – why?

Source: Household food waste: restated data for 2007-2015

http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Household food waste restated data 2007-2015 FINAL.pdf


Key Points

• Important to clarify reasons 

for quantification

• Despite quantifying for 12 

years, methods in UK still 

being refined

• Supply chain: Challenge due 

to access to FW
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